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2020-2021 School Year 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE:   

 

Fifth Grade Celebrations  
 

June 15 - Grade 5 Class Day at TIS 

June 17 - Virtual Promotion Ceremony 10:00 AM 

June 22 - HAWK Fly By Display  
 

This year we will celebrate our departing fifth graders via a variety of special 
celebrations.  
 

Class Day 

The class day will be held on June 15 at TIS. Class day will consist of a day full 
of fun for our fifth graders.   
 

Promotion Ceremony 

Our promotion ceremony will be a live streamed promotion ceremony. The 
ceremony will be both live streamed as well as made available for parents and 
guardians to view at any time via shared link. The promotion ceremony will be 
held on the morning of June 17 at 10:00 AM.  
 

HAWK Fly By  
This year we will again create a Fifth Grade “HAWK Fly By” display as a tribute to our 
fifth grade students. This year the fifth grade staff will be on hand to cheer for student 
attendees during the fly-by. The display will be accessible by car in the TIS driveway. 
The fly by will consist of student photos, banners and some fun displays to honor our 
fifth graders. The HAWK Fly By will be available for viewing on June 22, from 9:00 AM 
to 3:30 PM with staff in attendance (see schedule below). From 3:30 - 6:30 the display 
will remain available for viewing without staff in attendance. Below is the schedule for 
when staff will be in attendance to cheer for their students. 
 

Fifth Grade HAWK Fly-By Schedule 

 

Miss Biddle, Mrs. Catlin and  Mr. Z’s team will occur from 9:30 - 12:30  
 

about:blank
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Mrs. Racco, Miss Yaglowski and Mrs. Grabowski’s team will occur from 12:45 - 
3:45.  
 

Tolland Spirit Day  
Every Wednesday TIS will hold a spirit day to celebrate being back in school five 
days per week. We will make announcements in advance of these fun days 
during our daily morning announcements. Our sixth spirit day Tolland Day was 
held on Wednesday, June 9.  
 

Our next spirit day will be Grade Level Color Day, to be held on Wednesday, 
June 16, 2021. The theme is yet to be determined.  An announcement will be 
made in school. 
 

Tolland Green Day 

Third Grade Tolland Green Day Our annual Tolland Green Day will be held on 
Monday June 14. Throughout the day, students will experience various aspects 
of colonial life in Tolland. Mrs. Baker will provide students with a class on dances 
popular in Colonial times, Mrs. Ballard will assist students in the drawing of well-
known Tolland Colonial homes. Students will visit historic buildings on the 
Tolland Green and learn about the buildings from members of the Tolland 
Historical Society. 
 

 
  



 

T.I.S. CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 
 

June 14         Tolland Green Day 

June 15         Grade 5 Class Day at TIS 

June 16         Spirit Day (TBD) 

June 17          Promotion Ceremony 

June 22         “HAWK Fly By” Promotion Display 

  

  



GRADE LEVEL END OF YEAR WRAP-UPS: 
 

GRADE 3 
That’s a wrap!  We made it through a very different school year and third 
graders did it with smiles, enthusiasm, poise, and patience.  With all the 
schedule changes, times at home learning, very different school rules and 
routines, as well as new ways to interact with their peers they have learned 
so much.  All teachers and staff are so proud of these kids!  

As we end the school year we can reflect on some great 
learning.  We are finishing up our units in Fundations where students 
reviewed and learned new syllable types.  They became experts at marking 
words and have a great new understanding of how the English language 
works.  They are leaving with tools to spell words they know and brainstorm 
words they are unsure about.  All third graders learned how to write in 
cursive, and we are practicing this as the school year ends.   

In the Journeys program students read many fiction and non-fiction 
stories.  They practiced skills such as story structure, making inferences, 
understanding author’s purpose, story message, and explored fiction and 
nonfiction text features.  Teachers want to encourage students to continue 
reading all summer and work on the Governor's Summer Reading 
Challenge.  They will be receiving packets from their teachers with 
information on how to do this over the summer.   

Math was an exciting year for our students as well.   Classes worked 
with the Bridges program, San Francisco Math and Math In Focus to 
master skills needed to get them ready for real world math and fourth 
grade.  Students were very proud to be able to get the skills they need to 
be successful in multiplication and division.  We worked on geometry, 
telling time, real-world word problems, fractions and had fun using Math 
Mysteries as a way of reviewing skills.  One of the best ways to continue 
working over the summer is by practicing math facts.  Students can still log 
into Reflex and IXL to practice their skills.  We also encourage practicing 
math facts using the games they have learned in class.  Flash cards, using 
money and cooking together as a family are also great ways to sharpen 
skills while having fun.   

Our preparation for Tolland Green Day has been very exciting.  We 
can’t wait to walk up to the Tolland Green to visit the Jail Museum and the 
Hicks-Stearns Museum.  Third graders will be dressed up in 1800s clothing 
and participating in a One Room Schoolhouse demonstration, colonial 



games and a lunch together as a class.  This is such an exciting day for 
third graders and one that they will remember for years to come.   

Again, we would like to thank parents and families for all your support 
this year.  We understand first-hand how hard it was to maneuver through 
all of the changes that took place.  Parenting during this time was not an 
easy task and we appreciate your patience with all the changes and your 
encouragement.  We wish everyone a wonderful summer filled with exciting 
adventures that may have waited a year to take place.  Enjoy every minute 
and we can’t wait to see your children thrive in fourth grade next year!  
 

GRADE 4 
What a year!!!  Our students are truly superheroes!!  They enthusiastically 
embraced learning through all the uncertainty this year brought with it.  We 
are very proud of their success! 

The reading program encompassed a variety of genres, including historical 
fiction, realistic fiction, informational text, biography, newspaper articles, 
plays, narrative nonfiction, fables, mythology, and poetry.  Using text from 
these genres, students were taught many reading and writing skills, 
including story structure, point of view, theme, elements of drama, cause 
and effect, how to interpret visuals, understanding characters, fact and 
opinion, and author’s purpose.   Students engaged in narrative, 
informational, and opinion writing.  Each classroom celebrated the 
students' writing accomplishments  in different ways, including a museum 
walk, presentations, and partner, small group, and whole class 
sharing.  There are many impressive, budding authors in this grade! 

Math focused on practical applications of several concepts, including 
structure of whole numbers, whole number multiplication and division, 
decimal numbers, fractions, factors and multiples, measurement, and 
geometry.   The use of IXL and Reflex Math computer programs aided 
students in the growth and development of their math skills. They also 
provided some fun, friendly competition between students! 

Students studied map skills, including the use of different types of maps, 
and the Northeast Region of the United States.  They combined their 
writing skills with their new found knowledge of the Northeast to create an 
informational writing piece on one of the states in the region.  We also 
studied state government, which included a very informative and fun 
remote learning program with the Old State House.  Students participated 
in a mock election and court case,  with students assuming the roles of 



legislators, governor, judge, jury, lawyers, plaintiff, and defendant.  It was a 
memorable learning experience! 
  
In science, students learned about erosion and different ways to slow the 
effects of it.  They were able to participate in a hands-on erosion lab with 
Mr. Ruede, the science curriculum supervisor.  During our unit on 
biomimicry,  students learned to create a design of their own to solve a 
human problem.  They have demonstrated great creativity in the process.  
  
Overall, this was an excellent year of learning and fun.  We have enjoyed 
working with your children and have been continually impressed with their 
enthusiasm for learning. We wish everyone a relaxing, safe summer 
break!  Thank you for sharing your children with us! 
 

GRADE 5 
We can’t believe this school year is coming to an end. As we say goodbye 
to our fifth graders, we have many fun activities planned for the end of the 
year.  
  
We first want to thank our generous PTO for funding the virtual Boston field 
trip.  Despite the challenges of the school year, our students participated in 
the Boston Freedom Trail.  Our tour guide created an amazing presentation 
and spent time with our fifth graders answering thoughtful questions.   
  
Each year, fifth grade students leave their mark on our TIS school walls. As 
we say goodbye to our amazing fifth graders, we will continue to follow this 
tradition. Fifth graders will be placing their handprints on the wall this Friday 
morning.  
  
To celebrate our students this year, we have a 5th grade Fun Day planned 
on Tuesday, June 15. Students will participate in many outdoor activities. 
Students will travel through a variety of stations which will include obstacle 
course bounce houses and a variety of outdoor games. Students will also 
be tie dying and making a spin art frisbee to take home. Please have your 
child bring in an item that would fit in a one gallon zip lock bag to tie dye. 
We have other surprises like a DJ and a frozen treat! Picnic bagged 
lunches will be provided by the cafeteria. We are so excited for this fun 
day!  Thank you PTO for helping us to fund this event.  
 



Our fifth grade promotion ceremony will take place on Thursday, June 17th. 
The ceremony will be held for all 5th grade students. A student from each 
class will share memorable moments of their fifth grade year, and one 
student per team has been asked to share a reflection of their elementary 
years. There will be a slideshow with baby pictures and highlights of the 
school year.  A live streaming link will be provided to parents to watch the 
ceremony in real time. A recording will also be available for you to watch 
with your child at a later time. 
  
The fifth grade staff is so proud of this class. This school year presented 
many challenges and the kids preserved.  Their positivity and enthusiasm 
will always be remembered. Best of luck next year in sixth grade, we will 
miss you! 
  



UNIFIED ARTS END OF YEAR WRAP-UP: 
 

  Unified Arts - A Year in Review 2020 - 2021 

    Art ~ Library ~ Music - Band - Chorus ~ Physical Education  

 

Ms. Ballard - Art 

This has been a wild and crazy year with Covid-19, but our T.I.S. Hawk artists 
have shown their resilience and bounced back with some amazing art work. 
They all should be proud of themselves.  
Way to go T.I.S. Hawks! 
 

Grade 3  

The third graders tried their hands with Name Designs Scratch art, Space 
projects, Holiday projects, and 3D clay projects. They finished the year off with 
their paper quilting project just in time for Tolland Green Day. 

Grade 4 

The fourth graders started the year off with a Name Shadow box art project, 
followed by Scratch art, Origami, and Superhero drawings. They finished the 
year with their big clay snack bowl project. This was the favorite project for 
most of the fourth graders because, do to covid the students didn’t do any clay 
last year. 

Grade 5 

The fifth graders this year tried a lot of new 2D & 3D projects, starting with 3D 
Sculptures, Scratch Art, Animal drawings, Hand Warming Sculptures, and a 
Zentangle project. The newest project called Plaster Relief Animal Sculptures 
was the biggest hit of the year. Students made plaster casting of the animals of 
their choice, and painted them realistically or abstractly. Research was done 
on their animals and detailed pencil drawings. The focus was on the details in 
our painting and mixing colors. Many students went home with wonderful 
masterpieces! The fourth graders are already looking forward to doing this 
project next year. 
All in all the T.I.S. Art year went well. .Rest up everyone, the summer is short 
and soon we will be back  creating up a storm!  
 

Mrs. Hill - Library Media 



Grade 3  

Third grade library students started the year off learning all about Google 
Classroom, Docs, Slide and Forms. They practiced opening, editing and turning 
in all of the many types of assignments they could have from any teacher at 
TIS. Then they learned how to use and search for books in Destiny. Third 
graders wrote some poetry and created a poetry poster using their tech skills. 
They also completed a large research project on a wild animal of their choice, 
took notes, created a slideshow and presented it to their class. Students 
participated in a STEM challenge where they folded paper airplanes and 
tested them for longest flight. Throughout all of the third grade lessons, 
students listened to many wonderful stories, got on their feet to get active for 
brain breaks, and practiced getting calm, slowly stretching for mindful minute 
breathers.  
 

Grade 4  

Fourth grade library students practiced opening, editing and turning in all of 
the many types of Google assignments they could have from any teacher at 
TIS. They reviewed Destiny, fiction genres, and library arrangement.  They 
also completed a large research project on a wild animal of their choice, took 
notes, created a slideshow and presented it to their class. Fourth graders 
created a poetry poster using their tech skills. Students participated in a STEM 
challenge where they created an environment for hexbugs (a mini battery 



operated toy) out of recycled materials. Students also listened to some stories, 
got on their feet to get active for brain breaks, and practiced getting calm, 
slowly stretching for mindful minute breathers.  
 

Grade 5  

This year in fifth grade students showed mastery of Google apps, Destiny, 
library arrangement and basic internet safe searching. Each cohort completed 
a different STEM challenge: one built bridges out of recycled materials to see if 
it could hold at least 100 pennies (some held much more!) and the other 
cohort had to build a humane turkey trap for a turkey the size of a dixie cup. 
Both cohorts showed imagination and perseverance. They also created poetry 
posters and produced amazing wild animal Google Slideshows. Throughout 
the lessons, fifth graders did a few active brain breaks, some calming mindful 
minutes, heard funny stories and checked out amazing books! I wish all the 
fifth graders a safe and happy summer. Good luck at the middle school!  

 
 

 

Ms. Baker - General Music and Grade 5 Chorus           

Grade 3 General Music  

In third grade this year we played so many instruments, like xylophones, 
boomwhackers and non-pitched instruments, and remember moving to 
minecraft. We learned about folk songs, fables and folk dances for our Tolland 
Green Day. We read musical stories and learned about the composers 
Beethoven and Mozart. I can’t wait to see all of you again in fourth grade. 



Grade 4 General Music  

In fourth grade this year we traveled the world through music, one continent 
at a time and played so many interesting instruments. We played African 
drums like the djembe and doumbek.  We learned about Australian music and 
the didgeridoo. We learned  how to read Chinese music notation using our 
boomwhackers. We read folktales and heard folk songs from South American 
and North America, and we had so much fun doing movement activities in 
class. Get ready for fifth grade where you will learn to play the ukulele! 
 

Grade 5 General Music           

This year in fifth grade we  did some pretty cool composing projects. We 
learned about graphic composing (composing using pictures) and standard 
notation (composing using traditional rhythms and the treble clef staff). We 
learned to play the ukulele, and then we studied the music of 
Hawaii.  We  learned about the geography, instruments, and culture of Hawaii, 
while we played the ukuleles with other Hawaiian instruments like the uli ulis, 
the puili sticks and the kala’au sticks. We even composed for these 
instruments. It was so much fun having Ms. V for our student teacher 
too.  Good luck at middle school!!!! 
 

 

Grade 5 Chorus        

Fifth grade chorus , WE DID IT! It was a challenge learning our chorus songs 
on virtual Wednesdays, singing outside, with masks, as far apart as we could 
possibly get, so we could create a virtual chorus concert and finally perform at 



the grade five commencement. This year was met with many musical 
challenges, but we did it. CONGRATULATIONS! I hope all of you continue 
singing! 
 

 

Mrs. Marchesani - Band and Chorus  

 

 
4th Grade Band - Due to covid-19 and our unique year, 4th grade Band 
had a delayed start.  I was teaching music classes in the Unified Arts rotation 
on Tuesdays and Fridays through the end of January.  4th grade Percussion 
students started in-person November 19th and additionally attended drop in 
time sessions on remote Wednesdays. Our wind instruments were able to 
start in-person on February 5th.  4th grade Band students not only learned 
how to play a concert band instrument but also did that wearing special music 
masks and using bell covers on their instruments. We learned how to 
assemble, clean and disassemble our instruments. Some of our favorite tunes 
to play this year were “Easy Street”, “Merrily We Roll Along” and “Farm Out”.  I 
hope they will all decide to play in the 5th grade Band next year! 
 

5th grade Band - We ended our year with an outdoor Band Instrument 
Demo performance for 3rd graders on June 7th!  Thanks to a Tolland 
Education Foundation mini-grant and some help from Friends of Tolland 
Music, our 5th graders were able to use lyres and flip books just like marching 
or pep bands do! This was the only time the 5th grade Band was able to play 
all together and we had so much fun!  A musical highlight was one of our 
traditional favorite band arrangements, “This Old Dude”,  which is based on 
the tune “This Old Man”.  This year’s 5th grade Band was a very resilient 
group. They had to meet remotely from March 2020 through to the end of 
their 4th grade year and also sometimes remotely this past year.  These 5th 
graders had to adapt to playing while wearing music masks and using a bell 
cover on their instruments. Our band classes were held in small groups and 
students managed the responsibility aspect of pull-out classes.  I am so proud 



of them. My hope is they will always love music and enjoy participating in 
Band and other music classes offered at the middle school! 

 
 

 

 

 
4th grade Chorus -  This year’s 4th grade Chorus was a very dedicated 
and fun group!  We met virtually on remote Wednesdays for most of the year 
and then were finally able to meet in-person starting the week of April 
5th.  Chorus students were masked and met in small groups with a maximum 
number of four.  Favorite songs this year were “Take Me out to the Ballgame” 
(with choreography) and “Grandma’s Featherbed”.  Students have told me 
they are looking forward to participating in 5th grade Chorus next year! 
 

Mr. Downing – Physical Education 

Grade 3 

Third grade students spent part of each class participating in an exercise 
routine. The routine consisted of exercises designed to elevate the heart rate 
and increase muscular strength, muscular endurance, and flexibility. The 
students also worked on manipulative skills such as  throwing balls and flying 
disks, striking with a badminton racket, and dribbling and shooting 
baskets.  The third graders also played several invasion games where the 
focus was teamwork and sportsmanship.   
 



Grade 4      

Fourth grade students spent part of each class participating in an exercise 
routine. The routine consisted of exercises designed to elevate the heart rate 
and increase muscular strength, muscular endurance, and flexibility. The 
students also completed the Connecticut Physical Fitness Assessment.  They 
also worked on manipulative skills such as  throwing balls and  striking with a 
badminton racket.  Fourth graders also played several invasion games where 
the focus was teamwork and sportsmanship. 
 

Grade 5 

Fifth grade students spent part of each class participating in an exercise 
routine. The routine consisted of exercises designed to elevate the heart rate 
and increase muscular strength, muscular endurance, and flexibility. The 
students also worked on manipulative skills such as  throwing balls 
and  striking with a badminton racket.  Fifth graders also played several 
invasion games where the focus was teamwork and sportsmanship.    
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10 Weeks of Themed Summer Vacation Fun 

Join Us for 1 week or all 10 

Projects, Activities and Field Trips 

Runs June 21st through August 27th 

Grades K-6 

Email chiller@tolland.k12.ct.us for Registration Information 

mailto:chiller@tolland.k12.ct.us


 
  



  



 



CALENDAR FOR 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR (can also 
be found on school websites) 

 





 

FOLLOW THIS LINK TO VIEW THE CATALOG:   

https://www.manchestercc.edu/wp-content/uploads/Excursions-Summer-2021-Catalog.pdf

  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manchestercc.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FExcursions-Summer-2021-Catalog.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CLArmstrong%40mcc.commnet.edu%7Cff2dbaa007a949f6066908d90a75730b%7C679df878277a496aac8dd99e58606dd9%7C0%7C0%7C637552321830241699%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XP%2BrW4mrEm6vXYt7CUkGhWqpLSqYTEJw2usw6%2BRyjio%3D&reserved=0


 



 



 

Tolland Intermediate School 

Photo Release Form 

2020-2021 

Please do not release any photos of my child in the 

following media 

(check all that apply): 

 

_____ Yearbook 

 

_____ Outside Media Sources 

 

_____Tolland Public Schools Superintendent’s Bulletin/T.I.S. Digital Backpack 

 

 _____ Tolland Intermediate School Website 

 

***This form does not need to be returned if photos 

can be used in all of the above media areas. 

Name________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________ 

Teacher______________________________________ 

 

 



 

The End   
  

 


